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Commission OKs
shopping center;
approves budget

East Lincoln County, fast-
growing and under-retailed for
years, is about to see big changes
1n its shopping patterns.

County Commissioners voted
4-1 Monday night to rezone a
16-acre parcel on Highway 73
for an 87,000 square foot shop-
ping center that will have four
outparcels for further develop-
ment.

The shopping center, to be built
on a site adjacent to where the
new Wal-Mart Super Center will
be constructed, is just one piece
of a retail puzzle that is quickly
taking shape in the once-rural
area. Across the street, another
developer plans a shopping cen-
ter anchored by a Lowe’s Home
Improvement Warehouse, and
next to it, a Huntersville compa-
ny plans to build a “mini
Birkdale” complete with shops
and a movie theatre. Plans for
that complex have not yet been
presented to the county for
approval, but are expected soon.

None of the new shopping com-

plexes will open until late next
year, and even that hinges on
Wal-Mart making road improve-
ments - including adding a turn
lane - from the Highway 16
bypass to the current Highway|
16-73 intersection.

Commissioners approved the
request of Aston Properties for|
its center with two conditions: 1)
that it be responsible for any
road improvements required by
the state Department o
Transportation (DOT); and 2)
that it contribute $75,000 to help,
pay for improvement the DOT
plans to make at 16/73 once the
Highway 73 improvements are
completed.

Commissioner Marie Moore’s
motion  to  table  Aston
Properties’ request for six
months because of traffic and
road improvement concerns was,
rejected by her colleagues.

Commission Chairman Tom
Anderson said that he had assur-
ances from the DOT that its
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planned improvements at
Highways 16 and 73 (part of
the state’s Moving Ahead pro-
gram) are funded and would
be completed.

But Moore insisted that the
area is dangerous and a safety
hazard, and will be even more
of one with the construction of
stores and traffic lanes.

Anderson said that the area
will be “unpleasant” to
motorists for about a year, but
once improvements are made,
the roads will be safe and easi-
er to navigate.




